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Abstract
Following five decades of isolation and ruthless military rule, Myanmar authorities
started  implementing  various  nominally  democratic  reforms.  In  response  to  these
developments Western governments scaled back sanctions that had made the country
anathema to  foreign  business.  Writing  within  premises  of  late  modernity,  and the
retreat of the state as primary political-geographical reference, this thesis sets out to
investigate the precipitation of transnational governance into the political sphere of
Myanmar. It does so by conceptualising such governance through the lens of Saskia
Sassen's theory of 'the global inside the national'. This objective is operationalised by
examining articulations of corporate social responsibility (CSR) by foreign companies
in  Myanmar  as  specific  instances  of  transnational  governance.  By  conducting  a
critical  discourse  analysis  (CDA),  this  thesis  uncovers  two  practices.  First,  CSR
policies  are  found to be articulated as universally-conceived policies,  layered into
particulars  within  Myanmar,  thus  tentatively  identifying  an  instance  of  Sassen's
theory. Second, discursive material appears informed by commercial rationales, more
than notions of cosmopolitan solidarity. Thereby it supports notions posited by e.g.
Beck and Harvey that the transition out of modernity is asymmetrically in favour of
market  forces.  These findings  provide  insights  of  potential  relevance to  Myanmar
politics following the 2015 general elections. 
Keywords: Transnational governance, cosmopolitanism, globalisation, retreat of the
state, Myanmar (Burma), trade sanctions
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1  Introduction
1.1 Background and Relevance
In  2008,  Myanmar,  a  civil  war-ravaged  and  junta-ruled  state,  considered  an
“outpost of tyranny” by United States (US) president G.W. Bush, accepted a new
constitution  through  public  referendum  (Steinberg,  2013).  Two  years  later,
although  highly  controversial,  multiparty  elections  were  held.  The  following
week, Nobel Peace Prize laureate opposition leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was
released  from the  house  arrest  she  had been  under  for  the  better  part  of  two
decades (BBC, 2015). Myanmar had caught the world's attention. 
By April  2012,  the  US and  European  Union  (EU)  decided  to  ease  economic
sanctions  that  had  been  imposed  on  the  country,  progressively  building  them
down over  the following years.  In  response,  foreign companies  moved in and
started establishing operations.  Following second elections  in  November 2015,
sanctions may yet be relieved even further. Taken together, these dynamics are
widely portrayed as a return of Myanmar from decades of social, economic and
political deprivation and isolation (Steinberg, 2013). 
Whatever  the  potential  long-term  macroeconomic  effects,  weakly  regulated
emerging markets have a record of exhibiting less-than-exemplary human rights
and environmental situations when exposed to foreign capital. Here, Myanmar's
neighbouring  Thailand  (Ekachai,  1990),  Bangladesh  and  Cambodia  (Brinkley,
2011) suggest a bleak prospect. Although governments, according to some, should
guard against the excesses of capitalism, this does not always mean that they will.
As such,  in recent  years,  programmes of corporate social  responsibility (CSR)
have again drawn attention as potential force of governance which might be able
to fill in the void left by a weakening state – by turning companies into actors of
governance.
It is at this intersection of governmental failure and CSR this thesis identifies a
discursive  problem warranting  research.  Chouliaraki  and  Fairclough  (1999:  4)
remind  us  that  social  processes,  and  thus  a  large  part  of  the  political,  are
discursive. As Harvey (2009), in reference to Kant, points out: geography is the
condition of possibility of all other forms of knowledge. It is a condition to which
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universalist projects must adapt if they are to have a chance of success. These
raise the question how companies which are currently setting up a presence in
Myanmar articulate their newfound role as actors of governance. By extension, it
raises  the  issue  how such  companies  adapt  the  universality  of  their  corporate
practice  and  CSR policy  to  the  condition  of  possibility  posed  by  Myanmar's
intensely localised geography.
Owing to the recent opening of Myanmar to foreign business, research on this
subject remains fairly limited. Additionally, research on the discursive dimension
of corporate CSR politics is still  fairly uncommon, especially when considered
from  a  trans-sectoral  perspective.  In  recognition  of  these  voids  in  existing
literature,  this  thesis  will  draw  upon  the  questionnaires  conducted  for  the
Myanmar Foreign Investment Tracking Project of the Business and Human Rights
Resource  Centre  to  compose  a  discursive  'geography'  of  universal-particular
dynamics of business governance in Myanmar. It will do this through adopting a
poststructuralist  take  on Chouliaraki  and Fairclough's  understanding of  critical
discourse analysis (CDA).
1.2 Research Questions
This  thesis  sets  out  to  investigate  the  manner  in  which  companies  represent
themselves as agents of CSR governance. In doing so, it sets out to assess how
these companies negotiate the divide between the universal nature of their global
scale of operation and the volatile particularity of geographically situated sites of
e.g.  resources,  people,  production,  logistics and trade.  This negotiation will  be
analysed  within  the  politically  volatile  and  socially  fragmented  geography  of
Myanmar. In the light of these considerations, the research question of this thesis
is:
"How do foreign companies active in Myanmar after the relief of economic
sanctions,  position  themselves  as  governing  actors  within  the  geographic
particular  of  their  location  when  articulating  policies  of  corporate  social
responsibility?"
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This objective divides into two sub-questions. Note that these questions stand in
dialogical relation to each other and will therefore not be analysed separately. 
1: "When conceived of as actors of governance in conditions where the state is
unable or unwilling to adequately legislate socio-environmental policy, how
do companies articulate their position towards such a governing role?"
2:  "When  conceived  of  as  actors  of  transnational  governance,  how  do
companies  negotiate  the  divide  between  global  universality  and  local
particularity in expressing their policies of corporate social responsibility?"
As alluded to in the introduction, I will address these questions by drawing up a
discursive 'geography' of CSR practices in Myanmar. Here 'geography' is used in
an  abstract  sense,  understood  as  the  Kantian  conditions  of  possibility  of  all
knowledge.  Within  the  premises  of  this  thesis  it  will  be  operationalised  as  a
narrative  describing  the  intersection  of  CSR  policy  with  the  conditions  of
possibility entailed by politics in Myanmar.
1.3 Delimitations
First;  although  the  general  themes  addressed  throughout  this  study may  hold
relevance to various political geographies, this thesis solely analyses its concepts
within a population of nominally foreign businesses with some form of presence
in Myanmar. 
Second;  while  critical  assessment  of  policy  implementation  is  important,  this
thesis  limits  its  analysis  to  discursive  dimensions  of  policy.  It  uses  academic
theory and case-specific literature to place discursive practices into context.
Third;  while  I  seek  to  provide  a  holistic  discussion  of  discursive  practices
pertaining to transnational companies' CSR policies in transitional Myanmar, it is
imperative to understand that available and used data is inherently limited, partial,
and as such contestable.
Fourth; this thesis is set within a constructivist paradigm, which implies that the
research I conduct is essentially subjective. Nevertheless, I use this subjectivity to
establish a definition of the research material. Conclusions are a product of my
intersubjective engagement with the available material, and thus constitute but one
narrative among many potential narratives.
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Fifth;  despite  discussing  underlying  processes,  my inability  to  truly know the
rationale and subjectivities of texts'  authors prevents me from establishing any
definitive causal claim. Conclusions drawn from the data are instead developed
through my own subjectivity as researcher and the theoretical frameworks I have
chosen to apply to the material. 
1.4 Structure of Thesis
The research questions will  be addressed over the course of six phases. These
zoom  in  on  the  study  with  a  progressively  concrete  level  of  reflection.  The
concrete  is  subsequently  linked  back  to  the  abstract  over  the  discussion  and
conclusion. 
In chapter two the working assumptions on the nature and knowledge of being are
set out. These ontological and epistemological baselines provide the lens through
which subsequent readings and analysis will be understood. 
In chapter three the subject-specific theoretical superstructure is erected. Here the
thesis will be positioned within the wider body of academic literature on politics,
governance, and these dimensions' respective spatial incarnations.
In chapter four the methodological approach is presented. The section positions
CDA as used within the thesis. It subsequently introduces the empirical material
and the questions and elements through which it will be analysed. 
In  chapter  five  the  Republic  of  the  Union  of  Myanmar  is  introduced  as  the
concrete political-territorial case of analysis. The review highlights the manner in
which this thesis regards Myanmar, and argues for its relevance as object of study.
In chapter six the primary phase of analysis is conducted. Previously introduced
methods  are  applied  to  the  material.  In  order  to  develop an  understanding  of
discursive nuance this chapter analyses by review of a six series of topical blocks. 
In chapters seven and eight the findings of concrete empirical analysis are linked
back to the abstract frameworks set out in phases one and two. These eventually
culminate in a contextually and theoretically informed conclusion.
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2  Philosophy
To  adequately  situate  this  thesis'  subject-specific  superstructure  in  the  social
realm, an ontological and epistemological foundation must be laid out. This thesis
will base these considerations on the theoretical framework laid out for CDA as
posited by Lilie Chouliaraki  and Norman Fairclough (1999).  In comparison to
other incarnations of CDA, the system I adopt is of a less structuralist  nature,
inclining more towards social constructivism instead. This makes it, in the words
of Bourdieu, a form of 'constructivist structuralism' or 'structuralist constructivism'
(in:  ibid.,  p.  1).  Over  the  following  section  a  general  introduction  to  the
ontological premises of this framework will be introduced. This ontological base
will  subsequently  be  completed  with  a  review  of  some  epistemological
assumptions upon which this thesis is set.
2.1 Ontology
Chouliaraki and Fairclough identify the question of ontology as one on the view
taken on the nature of social life. Broadly, ontological social life is understood to
concern  the  relations  played  out  between  spheres  of  life  and  the  cultural,
economic and political activities performed therein (ibid.,  p. 20). The social is
fundamentally based on structures and events, whereby “[s]tructures are long-term
background conditions for social life [and e]vents are the individual, immediate
happenings and occasions of social life.” (ibid., p. 22) For analysis, the social is
conceptually  divided  into  series  of  events  called  practices, which  are  in  turn
constituted by a range of moments (ibid., p. 21). These will now be discussed. 
First, 'practices' are defined as “[...] habitualised ways tied to particular times and
places in which people apply resources (material or symbolic) to act together in
the world.” (ibid., p. 21) They are acts and processes intent on producing a certain
social effect. In doing so practices simultaneously constitute both a form of social
action, (“[...] what is done in a particular time and place[...]” (ibid.)) and a form of
relative permanency (“[...] a practice in the sense of a habitual way of acting [...]”
(ibid., p. 22)). Hence, they create a link between the concrete events of people
living  their  lives  and  the  abstract  structures  governing  life  in  general.  Each
practice its  internal  composition determined through its  relative relationship to
other, external, practices (ibid., p. 23).
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Second, 'moments' are defined as elements which have been temporarily stabilised
to  jointly  constitute  the  form of  a  practice.  The  effect  of  single  moments  is
negotiated by the effects of others, thus implying that no single moment has a
dominant effect on the outcome of an event. Consequently, this implies that events
are by definition dialectical, complex, and beyond definitive prediction on basis of
one single moment. (ibid., p. 19). In other words, each constituent moment of a
practice is seen “[...] as 'internalising' the others, without being reducible to them
[...]” (ibid.,  p. 21). In general,  four categories of moments are identified: first,
non-semiotic  or material  activity;  second,  social  relations  and processes;  third,
beliefs, values and desires; and fourth, discursive practices (ibid., p. 61). Although
recognising the effect of the first three, it is on the last one this thesis will focus
the core of its research.
In synthesis, we come to a model of relative permanences of social action (ibid.,
p. 22). This framework is clarified by drawing upon Ernesto Laclau and Chantal
Mouffe's concept of 'articulation' (1985, p. 105): the act of bringing the contingent
into temporary fixity. On the one hand, in a poststructuralist vein, this conceives
of elements of the social as being essentially contingent in meaning. However on
the other, such contingency is temporarily frozen when an element is articulated
into a practice: this temporarily stabilises meaning of an element as a moment of
such  practice.  This  act  partly  transforms,  partly  sustains  the  meaning  of  an
element into the state of permanence relative to those other moments constituting
the practice (Chouliaraki and Fairlcloth, 1999, p. 22).
The system of relative permanences is analysed by means of the 'conjuncture' of
their  articulation.  Conjunctures  constitute  'domains  of  the  contingent'  (ibid.,  p.
126);  “[...]  relatively durable assemblies of people,  materials,  technologies and
therefore practices (in their aspect as relative permanences) around specific social
projects [...]” (ibid., p. 22). They thus serve to set both structures and events into
perspective.  Through analysis  of  a  series  of  conjuncturally related practices,  a
researcher can trace the development of a discursive moment, in order to identify
the sustenance and transformation (or  re-articulation)  of such moment and the
practices to which it contributes (ibid., 22). In this thesis the conjuncture is found
in the maelstrom of political  practices in  Myanmar following the reduction of
trade sanctions. 
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2.2 Epistemology
While  ontology  sets  out  the  nature  of  the  social,  epistemology  addresses  the
knowledge of it.  Here,  Chouliaraki and Fairclough follow Laclau and Mouffe,
(1985) and set out to build a system capable of assessing the creation of meaning,
while  exposing and engaging hegemonic practices.  This  requires  negotiating a
position vis-a-vis social structure.  Social  structure is understood as “[...]  social
relations both in society as a whole and in specific institutions, and as consisting
of both discursive and non-discursive elements [...]” (Jørgensen and Philips, 2002,
p. 65), of which the discursive elements are taken as primary objects of analysis.
Using this definition as baseline, a framework is created which is based on Laclau
and  Mouffe's  poststructuralism,  but  without  revoking  Marxian  essentialism
entirely. Instead, social structure is approached from a position of 'late modernity',
caught on the frontier between modernity and post-modernity. The following two
sections will further triangulate this position of epistemological late modernity:
first, by contrasting it with modernist meta-narratives, and second, by clarifying
its post-Marxist emancipatory ideal towards post-modernist relativism. 
2.2.1 On Meta-Narratives
First,  as  research  project  that  seeks  to  engage  critically  with  discourse,  a
perspective is  required which is  sensitive to the incommensurability of textual
representations, and the contingency of articulations. Chouliaraki and Fairclough
describe modernist meta-narratives as “[...] the attempted universalisation of one
organisational  form which  sweeps  away others.”  (1999,  p.  133)  Advocacy of
difference  in  the  face  of  the  meta-narrative  is  as  such the  only way to  break
dominant power structures.
Chouliarli and Fairclough base their work in Laclau and Mouffe's adaptation of
Gramscian  Marxism.  Here  the  creation  of  meaning  in  the  social  system was
marked  by  processes  of  hegemony  as  political  instruments  stabilising  power
relations  and  thereby creating  class  divisions.  In  the  adapted  framework,  this
class-centred essentialism is revoked, and the discursive processes of the political
recast as the primary force creating meaning in social relations (Jørgensen and
Philips 2002, p. 33). 
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In so doing the framework adopts a certain post-Marxist flavour. Here, ideas of
society as a conceivable totality, divisions between base and superstructure and
other notions of fixity dividing society into certain pre-defined groups, classes and
factions are replaced by a comprehensive emphasis on 'radical democracy' as a
socialist strategy for contemporary society (Laclau and Mouffe, 1985). From the
perspective of the post-modern, the only alternative to radical democracy is the
enforcement of closure through the reimposition of the base-superstructure model,
and the exercise of the resources of the state within this model (Chouliaraki &
Fairclough, 1999, p. 124).
2.2.2 On Marxism
However, the importance of the particular notwithstanding, this should not give
way  to  what  Chouliaraki  and  Fairclough  consider  the  “[...]  pervasive  post-
modernist  claim that  there  is  little  that  practical  action  can  do  to  change  [a]
condition.” (ibid., p. 4) Here the authors depart from Laclau and Mouffe's plea for
radical democracy – considering that the recognition of some basic forms of social
structure is an indispensable prerequisite for any agenda of social change. Indeed,
the authors warn against the poststructuralist perspective where “[...] social forms
that are produced by people and can be changed by people are being seen as if
they were part of nature [...]” (Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999, p. 4). As such, it is
noted that the post-modern emphasis on radical difference; that “[…] nothing is
fundamental [and t]hat is  exactly what  is  interesting in  the analysis  of society
[…]” (Foucault in: Aitken and Valentine, 2010, p. 298) is itself a tendency to “[...]
sweep[...] away [...] difference in the name of a spurious 'universal' which in fact
is the tyranny of the powerful” (Lyotard in: ibid., p. 133). 
On  this  point  Chouliaraki  and  Fairclough  distinguish  between  two  types  of
relativism. First, judgemental relativism; that every discourse is not normatively
better  or  worse  than  any  other.  Witnessing  the  objective  to  develop  an
emancipatory  strategy,  this  type  of  relativism  is  expressly  rejected.  Second,
epistemological  relativism:  that  discourse  is  embedded  relation  to  particular
dynamics in social life and we have no access to reality except through discourse
(ibid.,  p.  137).  This  theory  is  partly  adopted,  as  emancipation  can  only  be
determined through reference  to  certain  social  structures,  such as  social  class,
gender,  race  and generation  (ibid.,  p.  120).  However,  it  is  expanded upon by
arguing that  the  relative  strengths  and constraints  of  discourses  are  invariably
judged in the course of practice (ibid., p. 136). 
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2.2.3 On Equivalence
As such, we see that both modernist emphases on structured narrative, as well as
post-modern radical democracy lack the capacity to provide a discourse-analytical
system  capable  of  striving  for  emancipation.  This  is what  Chouliaraki  and
Fairclough  identify  as  the  “heart  of  the  contemporary  political  problem  of
democracy” (1999, p. 5). Rather, in their view “effective political intervention by
citizens  depends  upon  dialogue  across  difference  on  local,  national  and
international (global) levels” (ibid., p. 6): a bridge across difference which does
not entail the suppression or reduction of difference. 
A conceptual remedy for this is yet again found in Laclau and Mouffe's work. This
time Couliaraki and Fairclough take resort to the notion of 'equivalence' (1985, p.
127); the constructing of “a new 'common sense' which changes the identity of the
different  groups,  in  such  way  that  the  demands  of  the  different  groups  are
articulated equivalently with those of  the others” (Chouliaraki  and Fairclough,
1999, p. 135). Under these conditions rhetorical flows of argument remain open
for discourses to connect and oppose one another, so that difference is negotiated
in “that one theory be seen as internalising others, putting them to work in its own
logic without reducing its logic to theirs” (ibid.). This appeal for a CDA which
bridges and dialogues across difference (ibid., p. 2) reinstates the condition of late
modernity as the idealised epistemological outcome. 
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3  Theory
The previous section outlined the baseline understanding of the social  and the
manner with which it is to be engaged. In this section I will construct a subject-
specific framework, according to which I will engage with the research material.
This will be done through four broad steps: First, I will discuss the premise of this
thesis as one set into a transitionary condition of late modernity and the shifting
global-national  dynamic  this  entails.  This  dynamic  is  framed  through the  key
concepts  of  cosmopolitanism,  universalism,  particularity  and  the  globalisation
paradox.  Second,  the  abstract  geographical  framework  is  filled  in  with  the
perspective  this  thesis  takes  on  matters  of  governance  and  the  political.  Here
transnational governance, and negarchy are introduced as final concepts needed
for analysis. Third, CSR is introduced as sub-type of transnational governance.
Fourth, the frame is concluded in Saskia Sassen's theory of 'the global inside the
national' as concrete way to conceptualise the material under analysis. 
3.1 National-Global Dialectics
The social realm is often conceived through the geographical container of the state
(e.g.  Sassen,  2013;  Strange,  1996).  In  this  understanding  societal  activity  is
perceived  through  state  borders  as  the  core  institutions  with  the  capacity  to
unsettle and neutralise diversity (Sassen, 2005, p. 523). Consequently, it speaks of
a  political  geography based  on  first,  the  equation  of  society  with  nation-state
society;  second,  the  assumption  of  humanity's  'natural'  division  into  a  limited
multitude of 'nations'; and third, the preposition of outer demarcation and inter-
state competition as most fundamental categories in political organisation (Beck,
2003, p. 453). 
Beck (2000, p. 92) terms this inclination towards methodological nationalism as
indicative  of  the  'first  age  of  modernity'.  Under  this  condition  classical
cosmopolitan  values  emphasising  universal  solidarity  have  become established
within  the  domestic  landscape.  Within  the  set  parameters  of  state  institutions
capital  and labour  were allowed to engage through limited conflict,  over time
degenerating  the  enlightenment  notion  of  'universal  solidarity'  into  a  spatially
bounded 'solidarity with national equals'. Thus, the first age of modernity enabled
an environment within which basic forms of solidarity could be established, but
while  doing so confined them to what  International  Relations  scholars  term a
'realist' ethic, perceived from the lifeboat of the state (Beck, 2003).
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However, within a time of supposedly “global and digital capabilities” (Sassen,
2005, p. 523) and tension between capitalist and political logics (Hanlon, 2008;
Harvey, 2009, p. 95), this practice of methodological nationalism is called into
question  (Sassen,  2005).  Under  processes  of  e.g.  scientisation,  marketization,
formal organising,  moral  rationalisation and reinvented democratisation (Djelic
and Sahlind-Andersson, 2008, p. 23), or simply ‘globalisation’, a literature has
arisen which argues that various functions of the state have shifted in geographical
scale. 
Similarly, Beck notes a process awakened by the “postmodern mix of boundaries
between  cultures  and  identities,  accelerated  by  dynamics  of  capital  and
consumption, empowered by capitalism undermining borders, excited by global
social  movements,  and  guided  and  encouraged  by  evidence  of  world-wide
communication”  (Beck,  2000,  p.  79)  through  which  society transitions  out  of
touch  with  the  state-centric  frame  of  geographical  reference.  Consequently,
traditional  relations  between  the  global  and  the  national  are  starting  to  shift,
becoming a source for new conflicts and avenues of cooperation.1 
Positioned  as  anti-thesis  of  communitarian  ideals  such  as  nationalism,
cosmopolitanism provides  a  conceptual  framework through which to  begin re-
imagining a geographical social base beyond the state. 
3.1.1 Cosmopolitanism and Late Modernity
Classical  cosmopolitan  theorists  such  as  Alexis  de  Tocqueville,  John  Dewey,
Kant, Goethe, Herder, Humboldt, and Nietzsche broadly subscribed to the belief
that  the  development  of  human  society  entails  a  transition  from  closed
communities to future 'universal eras' ('universelle Epochen', Goethe) embodied
by  a  de-territorialised  world  society.  As  noted  by  Marx,  and  echoed  by  for
example, Adam Smith and Simmel, such transition was deemed an unavoidable
and irreversible process that ultimately defined the very progress of world history
(Beck and Sznaider, 2006, p. 9). Although variations are many, cosmopolitanism
is often considered with an 'enlightened' ethic of Kantian ideals (Harvey, 2009;
Bergman-Rosamund and Phytain, 2011, p. 57; Sheehan, 2005, p. 33) – although,
1. For reasons of brevity, this thesis will not engage any deeper with the driving
forces behind this transition. Rather it accepts the literature’s ample suggestion of
the  existence  of  a  transition  and  uses  this  as  a  starting  point  of  reasoning.
References to this literature are included in the text
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as  Harvey (2009:  20)  points  out,  the  definition  as  'Kantian'  may be  based on
selective reading. Advocating the pursuit of a politics stripped of self-interested
action,  this  cosmopolitan tradition,  when extended to questions of governance,
would  advocate  “[...]  equal  moral  worth,  equal  liberty,  equal  political  status,
collective  decision-making  about  public  affairs,  amelioration  of  urgent  need,
development for all,  environmental sustainability [...]” (Held, 2004, in: Jordan,
2006, p. 221) – with other words: something that may be interpreted as an ethic of
universal solidarity. 
Beck  defines  this  envisioned  end-point  as  the  'second  age  of  modernity':  a
cosmopolitanism of 'globality, plurality and civility' in a de-territorialised global
realm of responsibility, non-violence and overcoming of otherness (2002, p. 36). It
entails the moment where people all over the world begin to imagine and reflect
upon a  shared  common,  post-modern future,  (ibid,  p.  37).  As such,  the  social
condition finds itself in a transitionary phase: having departed from the first age of
modernity, but yet to arrive in the hypothesised truly 'post-modern' second age – if
indeed this stage can even ever be attained. 
As noted previously, this thesis adopts the epistemological understanding that this
ongoing  transitionary  condition  may  be  conceived  of  as  a  phase  of  'late
modernity'.  It  embodies  the  midst  of  profound  economic  and  social
transformations on a global scale, where discourses of 'flexibility' have allegedly
established  themselves  as  the  baseline  for  other  social  and  cultural  changes
(Chouliaraki and Fairclough, 1999, p. 4). Although, as Beck notes, the final forms
are yet to materialise, the period of late modernity entails profound readjustments
of the 'inner qualities of the social and the political' themselves (Beck, 2002, p.
17), transforming daily routines and interweaving global concerns with the moral
life worlds of society in order to evolve into the cosmopolitan universal era. As
such  it  is  a  condition  in  which  alternative  forms  and  understandings  of  the
political realm emerge. 
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3.1.2 The Globalisation Paradox
However,  as  universalist  understandings  emerge,  diversity  of  geographic
particulars endures. This realisation entangles the organisation of late modernity
in what Slaughter (2012, p. 270) terms the 'globalisation paradox'. This entails the
contradiction  that  while  certain  issues  need  above-national  institutions  to  be
addressed, the size and scope of such institutions would place them too far from
geographic particulars to be desirable and legitimate – even if practically viable. 
Although  the  notion  of  universal  solidarity  as  promoted  by  heralds  of  'thick'
cosmopolitanism (Bergman-Rosamund and Phythian, 2011, p. 57) seems to be a
prospect few people would morally object to, it has proven a lot easier to draw up
ethical principles for 'good global governance', than to detail the manner in which
these ideals are to be implemented in practice (Jordan, 2006, p. 221). When the
cosmopolitan ideal is considered as an aspect of geography, it is recognised that
dynamics  of  for  example,  sense of  place,  memory,  and identity are  inherently
relational  and  relative  rather  than  absolute  (Harvey,  2009,  p.  41).  This
understanding undermines national essentialism, but similarly casts any pretence
of undifferentiated universalism into serious doubt. Indeed, ultimately, the very
idea of cosmopolitanism is itself synonymous to the existence of controversy and
dispute over a plurality of cosmopolitanisms (Beck, 2002, p. 35). 
Beck (2002, p. 18) interprets cosmopolitanism as one of 'dialogic imagination',
emphasising its nature as a non-linear process constantly negotiating 
“[...] the coexistence of rival ways of life in the individual experience, which
makes  it  a  matter  of  fate  to  compare,  reflect,  criticize,  understand,  [and]
combine contradictory certainties.” (ibid., p. 18) 
In  doing  so  he  echoes  Nietzsche,  who posited  cosmopolitanism as  an  'age  of
comparison' where the cultures of the world begin to interpenetrate each other.
These recognitions conceptually elevate cosmopolitanism beyond nationalism by
overcoming the latter's tenuous focus on an either/or understanding of the social
(Beck, 2003, p. 454). Nevertheless, Beck, not being a geographer, maintains his
thesis  that cosmopolitanism entails a process of de-territorialisation towards an
un-territorial 'global'. As Harvey points out (2009, p. 97) such 'assuming away' of
spatial difference may be the point where Beck stumbles over his own expressed
caution for maintaining a dialectical tension between the 'ideal' and the 'real'. This
geographical  overreach  of  universalist  thought  is  eloquently  addressed  by
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Harvey's geographic critique of the cosmopolitan rationale for war:
“To dismiss what [G.W.]  Bush [as initiator of wars based on an allegedly
cosmopolitan rationale] was about misses what seems to me an essential and
much broader point: all universalising projects, be they liberal, neoliberal,
conservative, religious, socialist,  cosmopolitan, rights-based, or communist,
run into serious problems as they encounter the specific circumstances of their
application. Noble phrases and ideals crumble into shoddy excuses, special
pleadings,  misunderstandings,  and,  more  often  than  not,  violent
confrontations and recriminations.”  (Harvey, 2009, p. 9)
Hence,  for  this  thesis  I  must  conclude  that  any  attempt  to  construe
cosmopolitanism as a universalist project 'beyond geography' undermines hope for
a constructive application of the concept. Awareness of geographic particularity
remains a critical factor, even within a post-state embodiment of the social. Here
Harvey's analysis of Immanuel Kant provides relief. He finds that the classical
author himself was far less absolute in rejecting spatial difference. Instead, Kant
embraced geographic and anthropologic particularity not as the anti-thesis of his
cosmopolitanism (as Beck does), but rather as a dialectic 'condition of possibility
for  all  other  knowledge'  (ibid.,  p.  20).  By adopting this  spatial  understanding,
whilst  placing  it  in  dialectical  tension  to  cosmopolitanism's  critique  of
methodological nationalism (much like Beck's dialectic imagination of society),
this thesis identifies a way to conceptually overcome the globalisation paradox,
while  maintaining  cosmopolitanism as  source  of  inspiration  through  which  to
imagine systems of governance beyond the first age of modernity.
3.2 The Political, Governance and Transnationalism
3.2.1 The Political
Moving theoretical reflection towards concrete application, the nature of politics
must  be considered.  Here,  various  authors note that  dynamics  of  globalisation
cause a 'retreat of the state'  (Auld, 2014; Bernstein and Cashore,  2007; Büthe,
2010;  Scherer  &  Palazzo,  2008;  Shaw,  2000;  Strange,  1996;  Vogel,  2010;
Warning, 2009). As such, some consider the political to be caught in a zero-sum
game between (declining) nation-states and (ascending) ‘non-state’ actors (Djelic
& Sahlin-Andersson, 2008, p. 11). Nevertheless, others counter that despite this
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struggle  the  state  yet  maintains  significant  power  and  influence  through,  e.g.
legislative  powers  and  enforcement  bodies  (Bartley,  2014;  Djelic  and  Sahlin-
Andersson, 2008, p. 11; Shaw, 2000). Rather than disappearing, it may be more
accurate  to  consider  that  the  state  is  becoming  “[...]  embedded  in  complex
constellations  of  [other]  actors  and  structures.”  (Djelic  and  Sahlin-Andersson,
2008, pp. 8-9) In the light of this debate, it is worth noting that the consequences
of such transition could place the practical capacities the state can exercise at odds
with the regulatory power conceptually attributed to it (e.g. Scherer and Palazzo,
2008; Strange, 1996, p. 5).
This  recognition  provides  a  base  for  redefinition  of  the  political.  Drawing on
Susan  Strange’s  reworking  of  David  Easton’s  definition  of  politics  as  'the
authoritative allocation of values in the system' (Strange, 1996, p. 34), the political
is here conceived of as more than the legal activity of professional politicians and
their attendant state institutions: it is a common activity (ibid., p.12), the study of
which should embrace the engagement with political life as “[...] the capacity to
bring  into  being  a  stream of  wills:  to  canalise  the  stream and  regularise  and
institutionalise the resulting cooperation.” (ibid., p. 35) Sociologically it is “[...]
the study of the way in which [social] aggregates are formed and the conditions
and  necessity  for  their  stability.”  (ibid.)  Thus,  any  gathering  of  people  to  a
commonly  agreed  and  cooperatively  pursued  objective  or  project  can  be
understood as engaging in ‘political’ activity (ibid.).
This definition of the political provides a base for analysing on a scale more aware
of the particularity of different sectors, fields of policy, and patterns of struggle
and domination (Kuhn and Deetz, 2008, p. 173). Analysis on this scale recasts
central tenets of the human condition as being not centrally dependent on specific
institutions, but rather the composition and outcomes of the mix of values, such as
wealth  created,  security  provided,  justice  dispensed  and  autonomy  permitted
(Strange, 1996, p. 34). With a particularity-centred perspective, outcomes of this
mix of values can be recognised throughout a range of societal levels like gender,
class, sense of belonging and generation (ibid., p. 38). It allows structuring agents
to  be  approached  as  'soft  actors'  composed  of  multiple  and  fluid  identities,
enmeshed in complex interplays and interactions through which they shape and
are shaped by external parties (Djelic and Sahlin-Andersson, 2008, pp. 11-12).
Conceived as such, this thesis can regard businesses as political actors (Kuhn and
Deetz, 2008, p. 173).
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3.2.2 Transnational Governance
In the definition outlined above, political affairs are conducted by an ever-shifting
array of actors. To understand the application side of this role, the concepts of
regulation and governance must be outlined. 
First, although a 'retreat of the state' suggests a dynamic of deregulation, Levi-
Faur's  (2005)  argument  in  favour  of   're-regulation'  may  offer  a  more  apt
description: a restructuring of the frameworks through which politics is applied.
He recasts this updated regulation into four questions: First, who is regulating?
Second, ‘what regulatory mode? Third, ‘what is the nature of rules? Fourth, ‘what
are the motivations for compliance?’. 
Second, these questions need to be widened to enable meaningful interaction with
the diverse and multiform incarnations of companies as actors which may exercise
political  agency.  Here,  Djelic  and  Sahlin-Andersson  suggest  the  notion  of
‘governance’, which “[...] includes regulation but goes well beyond: governance is
also  about  dense  organising,  discursive  and  monitoring  activities  that  embed,
frame and stabilise and reproduce rules and regulations.” (2008, p. 7) This concept
unites and qualifies regulatory activity with actor-centred analyses, cultural traits,
complex interactions, power relations and institutional theories (ibid., p. 18). 
Finally, the concept of governance must be adapted to negotiate the globalisation
paradox.‘The transnational’ is posited as a perspective which calls into question
the  taken-for-granted  essentialist  territorialism  of  the  state,  while  remaining
sensitive  to  the  geographical  particular  in  political  practices.  It  does  so  by
understanding social structure as a spatially ‘entangled’ process. Social-political
practice is seen as a geopolitical patchwork of interdependent actors structured
within, and converging and conflicting over, contingent and fluid boundaries in
pursuit of their interests (ibid., p. 4). When viewed as base for politics it provides
a “[...]  mode of governance in the sense that it  structures, guides and controls
human and social activities and interactions beyond, across and within national
territories.” (ibid., p. 6).
As  suggested  by  the  'retreat  of  the  state'-thesis,  the  world  has  witnessed  a
proliferation of non-state or semi-state forms of governance in recent decades.
Although  early  examples  primarily  encompassed  forms  of  economic  and
corporate  governance,  this  is  now  increasingly  moving  into  the  social  sphere
(ibid).  This  regulation  is  not  fixed  in  form,  thus  giving  rise  to  a  bewildering
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variety of names, including: international standards, certification schemes, codes
of  conduct,  self-regulatory  programmes,  public-private,  and  private-private
partnerships (e.g. Auld, 2014; Bernstein and Cashore, 2007; Eberlein, et al., 2014;
Ruggie,  2004),  'transnational  governance  schemes'  (Haack and Scherer,  2014),
'transnational business governance' (Eberlein, et al., 2014), 'transnational private
regulators'  (Büthe,  2010),  'regulatory networks'  (Jordana and Levi-Faur,  2014),
'non-state  certification  programs'  (Auld,  2014),  'regulatory  standard-setting'
(Abbot and Snidal, 2008), and, last but not least: CSR.
As  the  diversity  in  descriptions  and  analytical  labels  suggests,  structures  of
transnational  governance  are  inherently  diverse  in  terms  of  regulatory  actors,
spatial  context,  programme  scope,  and  programme  domain  (Auld,  2014).  By
extension,  fitting  with  the  understanding  of  transnational  geopolitics  it  fulfils
various, overlapping societal roles, serving as both an alternative and complement
to traditional public regulation (Djelic and Sahlin-Andersson, 2008, p. 11). These
will for this thesis be lumped together as initiatives, programmes and policies of
'transnational governance'. 
Recent  research  has  gradually  broadened  to  cover  the  'non-state'  element  in
relations  between  'developed'  and  'developing'2 countries  (Pattberg,  2006).  As
direction for research it enables the assessment of the impacts and shortcomings
of actors’ regulatory agency in transnational political interdependencies. Scholars
have  so  far  focused  on  the  transnational  governance  systems  in  a  number  of
business sectors, such as: forestry (Bartley, 2014; Eberlein, et al, 2014; Pattberg,
2006),  Fisheries  (Ponte,  2008),  land grabbing (Teklemariam,  et  al.,  2014)  and
telecommunications (Jordana and Levi-Faur, 2014). Moreover, responding to the
globalisation  paradox,  this  originally  political  science-flavoured  literature  is
gradually  recognising  the  geographic  dialectic  between  universality  and
particularity (e.g. Auld, 2014; Eberlein, et al., 2014). 
2. Admittedly, these are problematic concepts. For the sake of convenience these
will be understood following Visser (2008, p. 474) as “[...] a popular term used to
describe [states] that have relatively lower per capita incomes and are relatively
less industrialised.”
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3.3 Corporate Social Responsibility
The retreat of the state as reference for various functions in the political realm
gives rise to concerns over the legitimacy and accountability of emerging political
actors'  governance  activities.  As  Strange   (1996)  remarks,  one  flaw  in  a
'transnational  system'  is  the absence of  mechanisms of  opposition,  checks  and
balances:  it  requires  a  power  of  'negarchy'  that  can  constrain,  limit  or  negate
arbitrary exercise of authority (ibid., p. 198). This thesis will explore how such a
function is expressed in the networks of approaches aggregated under the concept
of 'corporate social responsibility' (CSR).
CSR constitutes a discourse which conceives a field of scholarship investigating
the role of corporations in society (Carroll, 2008, p. 42; Crane, et al., 2008, p. 3;
Ramasastry,  2015, p.  237) and how an aspect negarchy can be developed into
them  (Crane,  et  al.,  2008,  p.  6).  CSR  suggests  businesses  have  a  level  of
responsibility  or  obligation  to  social  and/or  environmental  criteria  beyond  the
narrow selection of 'primary stakeholders' needed for commercial operations (e.g.
Carroll, 2012, p. 8; Crane et al., 2008, p. 6). As such, it posits the expectation that
companies address dimensions such as improving governance, social, ethical (e.g.
human rights) and environmental conditions (Visser, 2008, p. 474). 
In terms of content, CSR is determined by the context of its implementation and
subjective as to what might (be perceived to) entail a ‘best’ approach (Erakovic,
2012,  p.  113).  Generally  speaking,  incarnations  constitute  a  mix  of  'strategic'
profit-oriented activities; corporate philanthropy; codes on conduct, standards and
articulations of business ethics (Carroll, 2012, p. 82); corporate citizenship  (Melé,
2008, p. 69); and, transparency. In recognition of the vulnerability of a company's
claim to legitimacy as a social actor, these categories are typically intersected with
underlying  company  efforts  towards  public  relations  and  communications
(Mahon, 2012, p. 155). 
Moreover, CSR policies are largely understood as voluntary (Carroll, 2012, p. 8).
Although  as  the  difference  between  self-shaped  'explicit  CSR'  or  compulsory
'implicit CSR' (by e.g. regulatory demands) (Lauesen, 2014, p. 117) indicates, the
extent  of  voluntarism  is  not  fixed.  As  such,  CSR  is  to  a  considerable  level
subjective,  and  therefore  discursive.  Mark-Ungericht  and  Weiskopf  (2007)
illustrate  this  dimension by highlighting different  discourses  used in  regard to
CSR  by  businesses  and  non-governmental  organisations  (NGOs).  In  their
findings, business actors emphasise voluntarism, a 'win-win' relation to the public
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and the business, an emphasis on local factors, and low relation of CSR to core
business considerations (ibid, p. 288). Among NGOs these dynamics are almost
mirrored:  here  the  emphasis  is  placed  on  e.g.  obligatory  minimum standards,
integration of CSR into core business practices, sanctions for non-compliance and
transparency (ibid, pp. 290-291). 
This thesis takes stake with CSR policies discursively posited within the context
of  governance  in  Myanmar.  Myanmar,  as  a  UN-designated  'Least  Developed
Country'  (UN-OHRLLS, 2015),  may,  following Visser (2008), be considered a
territory  in  which  CSR  policy  holds  particular  relevance.  He  identified  four
reasons: 
“(1) developing countries represent the most rapidly expanding economies,
and hence the most lucrative markets for business […]; 
(2) developing countries are where the social and environmental crises are
usually most acutely felt in the world […];
(3)  developing  countries  are  where  globalization,  economic  growth,
investment, and business activity are likely to have the most dramatic social
and environmental impacts (both positive and negative) […]
(4) developing countries present a distinctive set of CSR agenda challenges
which are collectively quite different to those faced in the developed world.”
(ibid., p. 474).
Concerning this last point, Visser (ibid. p. 492-493) lists ten dimensions in which
CSR in the developing world s qualitatively distinct. Of these, some are especially
relevant to this thesis: the realisation that CSR is mainly driven by multinational
companies  and  sector-specific  initiatives;  the  idea  of  businesses  providing  an
'economic contribution' which constitutes CSR; and – critically considering the
conditions currently prevalent in Myanmar – the tendency of companies, through
CSR to take on functions traditionally performed by the state. These points will be
worked out in the analysis.
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3.4 The Global Inside the National
Over the three preceding parts I have drawn up the understanding of geographical
dialectics  in  which  this  thesis  is  set;  a  framework  setting  out  this  thesis'
understanding  on  the  political  and  its  implementation;  and,  finally  its
implementation through CSR. Now, I will synthesise these dimensions by drawing
on Saskia Sassen's theory of 'the global inside the national'. This theory considers
that  political  territory is  not exclusive,  as e.g.   national-state  territory is  often
interpreted (Sassen, 2013, p. 30). Instead, it conceives of 'global' level of politics
becoming partly structured within the geographical  scale  of the 'national'  state
(Sassen, 2010, p. 4). 
The global is therefore understood “[...] not just in terms of interdependence and
global institutions, but also as inhabiting and reshaping the national [...]” (ibid., p.
2), it “[...] both transcends the exclusive framing of national states and also partly
emerges and operates within that framing. Seen this way globalization is more
than its more common representation as growing interdependence and formation
of  self-evidently  global  institutions.  It  includes  subnational  spaces,  processes,
actors.”  (Sassen,  ibid.,  p.  1).  In  general  terms  three  broad  and  overlapping
perspectives are proposed through which research objects can be approached as
instances where the national becomes a terrain of the global. First, through the
endogenising or localising of global processes inside the national level. Second,
by understanding elements of a global nature, but which are positioned in relation
to particular cultures, projects or actors which necessitate a negotiation of local
precipitations of e.g. global markets or networks. Third, by unpacking elements
which  have  historically  been,  and  possibly  continues  to  be,  experienced,
represented or coded as 'national', to reveal their positioning as part of what are in
fact 'global' processes. (ibid, pp. 6-7).
Following from this thesis' functions-centred understanding of politics it can be
derived that each function articulated through transnational governance will be re-
bordered  according  to  its  own  complexities  and  institutional  frameworks.
Processes of bordering entail, one way or another, expressions of otherness and
allegiance vis-a-vis 'the rest of the world'. Within the premises of this thesis the
CSR policies  of  newly arrived companies  will  be approached as  if  potentially
constituting “[...] new types of bordering capabilities that shape bordered spaces
transversal to traditional state borders.” (Sassen, 2013, p. 30, emphasis in original)
The significance of this is that the evolution of such transversal borderings would
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create “[...] distinct, albeit elementary territories and jurisdictions inside nation-
states” (ibid., p. 31). Expressions of CSR policies as investigated in this thesis can
thus  be  read  as  acts  of  articulation  which  eventually  draw  up  new,  layered
geographies of governance beyond and within the national sphere.
3.5 Critiques
It is important to note that both transnational governance and CSR are far from
uncontroversial. Indeed Beck, Chouliaraki and Fairclough, and Harvey note that
under conditions of late modernity discourses of flexibility, but also neoliberalism
have established themselves as the baseline for other social and cultural changes
(Chouliaraki and Fairclough, 1999, p. 4), raising concerns over issues of power
and  tendencies  towards  oppression  and  marginalisation.  Neoliberal  reforms  in
recent decades are said to have empowered the global reach of business, whilst
keeping other political logics territorially constrained. They have thus led to an
asymmetric shift from states to markets (Harvey, 2009, p. 95; Jordan, 2006), a
dynamic Beck illustrates nicely: 
“[…] in a single image: during the first age of modernity capital, labour and
state  played  at  making  sand  cakes  in  the  sandpit  (a  sandpit  limited  and
organized in terms of the nation-state) and during this game each side tried to
knock the other’s sand cake off  the spade in accordance with the rules of
institutionalized conflict. Now suddenly business has been given a present of a
mechanical digger and is emptying the whole sandpit. The trade unions and
the politicians on the other hand have been left out of the new game, have
gone into a huff and are crying for mummy.” (Beck, 2000, p. 89).
Within the realm of cosmopolitanism different solutions are suggested. Harvey
calls for a 'subaltern cosmopolitanism' of counter-hegemonic social movements.
Although such an idea might theoretically be sensitive to geographic particularity,
its  idealistic  nature  seems  to  offer  little  utility  (when  used  exclusively)  as
meaningful frame for analysis of CSR. Thus, this thesis will – in the spirit of late
modernity –  adopt  an intermediate  position  which  integrates  Harvey's  call  for
particularity with Beck's more universalist line of reasoning that it is of greater
use to seek a “transnational revival and encouragement of politics and democracy”
(ibid., p. 94) – a goal which this thesis investigates in CSR. 
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That said, CSR itself is similarly subject to multiple critiques, which deserve more
space than the pages of this thesis allow for. Broadly, two lines of critique are
evident.
First, much literature focusses on CSR as a 'business case'; one that advocates a
primarily  economic  view of  the  firm (Scherer  and  Palazzo,  2008,  p.  426)  by
addressing themes like degrees of corporate responsibility (Carroll, 2012), CSR-
specific  stakeholder  theories  (Erakovic,  2012),  public  representation  (Mahon,
2012) and managerial  dimensions (Swanson, 2012). Indeed, some authors note
that  global  competition  necessitates  companies  to  prioritise  their  commercial
objectives (Carroll, 2008, p. 19). As such, a sense is maintained that social and
environmental responsibilities are a potential threat to commercial interests.
Second, in reverse of the prior argument, Marxist theorists such as Hanlon (2008,
p. 156) argue that the uptake of social and environmental policy as 'responsibility'
of business represents a further embedding and subordination of social life to the
marketplace (ibid., p. 157). The irony of CSR is that rather than offering a way of
'improving'  capitalism from within,  it  in  fact commodifies public  outrage over
capitalist practices (ibid.). As means of governance, CSR embeds an authority of
social and economic decision-making in the corporate site itself; creating a belief
that  business  managers  can  (or  even  should)  be  trusted  to  practice  negarchy.
Moreover, it pacifies citizens who may otherwise have demanded social change
(Kuhn and Deetz, 2008, p. 174). 
Although all critiques have their response, these issues raise serious questions on
the  viability and moral  desirability of  CSR that  will  need to  be kept  in  mind
during analysis. 
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4  Methodology
Having established how to conceptualise the social, and subsequently having used
this as a fundament for this thesis' perspective on CSR as form of transnational
governance, it is now time to work out the instruments with which these abstract
concepts can brought to bear upon concrete discursive practices. 
The following section provides a description of the methodological system that
will be used to conduct this research project. This will be done by further building
out  a  framework  derived  from Chouliaraki  and  Fairclough's  critical  discourse
analysis (CDA). This is followed by a brief review of considerations regarding
reflexivity,  and a description of the empirical sources under consideration. The
section will conclude with the concrete structure and method of analysis. 
4.1 Critical Discourse Analysis
The  transformations  of  late  modern  social  life,  and  the  plurality  and
fragmentations these entail, attribute a role of particular significance to discourse
and  language  use  (Chouliaraki  and  Fairclough,  1999,  p.4).  From  this  two
consequences  can  be  derived:  first,  that  contemporary  economic,  cultural  and
social dynamics reflect important discursive acts, and second, that these discursive
activities are substantively shaping extra-discursive processes, effectively 'talking
practices into being'  (ibid.).  Within the premises of this study this leads to the
understanding that CSR policies are in large part discursive – and through their
embeddedness in networks of discourse can drive substantive real-world effects
(Djelic and Sahlin-Andersson, 2008, p.  7).  Methods of discourse analysis  take
stake with this “active, reflexive, collaborative process of 'discursive interaction'”
(Chouliaraki and Fairclough, 1999, p. 46) and use it to explore the links between
language and social practice (Jørgensen and Philips, 2002, p. 68).
Discourse analysis, as a wider field of research methods, focusses on our “[...]
particular way of talking about and understanding the world (or an aspect of the
world).” (ibid.,  p. 1). As critical theorists point out, motivations and actions of
companies are never simply 'rational', but inherently interested and value-laden.
As  a  thesis  which  studies  business-issued  discursive  material,  it  is  therefore
imperative to be aware of such bias. Hence, a research instrument is needed that
can critically unpack texts to expose these unarticulated logics, contradictions and
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systems  of  valuation  that  ultimately  enable  corporate  dominance  over  socio-
economic  relations  (Kuhn  and  Deetz:  2008,  p.  174).  The  methodological
framework  of  CDA  as  developed  by  Chouliaraki  and  Fairclough  fits  this
requirement. There are two particular motivations for this choice: First, it seeks to
transcend scientific analyses of 'what is' with what such situations 'might become'
(ibid.,  p. 4). Building on the claim that discursive practices can create unequal
power relations (understood as 'ideological effects') (Jørgensen and Philips, 2002,
p.  63)  CDA  provides  a  platform  through  which  to  identify  alternatives  to
structures  of  governance,  and  hegemonic  problems  within  them.  Second,
underscoring the importance of situated knowledge, the model enables positioning
discursive practice at the intersection with non-discursive moments. This enables
this thesis to place businesses' articulations against the conjuncture of Myanmar's
political developments.
Discourse, within the framework outlined by Chouliaraki and Fairclough “refer[s]
to semiotic elements of social practices. Discourse therefore includes language,
nonverbal communication and visual images.  The concept  of discourse can be
understood as a particular perspective on these various forms of semiosis – it sees
them as moments of social practices in their articulation with other non-discursive
moments” (1999, p.  38).  In other words,  discourses are  communicative events
which mediate the relationship between texts and social practice (Jørgensen and
Philips, 2002, p. 68): it is through discursive practice that texts are both consumed
and created (ibid., p. 61). Analytically, Chouliaraki and Fairclough contend that
discourses are written in 'genres': style-types used in the performance of particular
social domains (1999, p. 6). Further, discourses and genres are understood to work
according to 'orders of discourse'; specific social logics which structure semiotic
diversity into a relative permanence (ibid.,  p. 58). These orders sort discourses
into 'discourse types' and dialectically mandate which of these types are deemed
acceptable per institution of the social arena. In prioritising certain discourse-types
over others, orders of discourse constitute potential zones of contestation between
and within discourses (Jørgensen and Philips, 2002, p. 73). 
These concepts, when applied together in a dialectical fashion, enable analytical
investigations between and within fields and types of discourse (ibid, p. 73). The
analysis of discourse, according to Chouliaraki and Fairclough, seeks to address
ideational or representational discourse-related problems in the fabric of social
life, and the subsequent discursive identification of obstacles to overcoming these
problems  (1999,  p.  60).  In  doing  so  discourse  analysis  is  conceived  of  as  a
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window into the public sphere and method of unpacking potentially oppressive
practices  of  political  dialogue  as  they  are  played  out  therein.  Indeed,
corresponding to the emancipatory objective of the epistemological framework it
is advocated to use the window offered by CDA to identify possible obstacles to
and potentials of non-repressive dialogue (ibid., p. 136). In the premises of this
thesis, the problem mirrors concerns which have led to the accumulation of the
data under analysis: “[t]he recent increase in foreign business in Myanmar could
put human rights at risk if left unguarded.” (BHRRC (1), 2015). These problems
and potential obstacles to their resolution are addressed in depth in the discussion.
4.2 Reflexive Considerations
As  a  project  based  on  constructivist  and  critical  social  sciences,  reflexive
considerations  are  indispensable.  This  requires  recognising  the  subjective
practices layered into discourse itself, as well as the limitations and bias inherent
to my position as researcher. Understanding practice and discourse as 'reflexive'
implies  understanding  them  as  sites  of  struggle.  Knowledge  of  practices  and
articulations of discourses are, after all, based on particular positions in processes
– and may not be shared by other people. Here three layers of reflexivity can be
identified, two of which exogenous and one endogenous to me as researcher. All
'layers'  interpret,  adjust  and apply involved parties'  rationale  to  discourse,  and
influences the relationship of the theoretical practice with the concrete practices
under  consideration.  First,  that  of  the  used  source:  the  individuals  and  their
overarching  institutional  discourses  which  have  been  involved  in  proposing,
developing, executing and processing the questionnaires. Second, the companies
and  sub-systems  involved  in  responding  to  questionnaires.  These  exogenous
considerations are further expanded upon in the section on representativeness. 
Endogenously, the third layer of reflexivity entails the position of myself as author
of  this  thesis.  As  novice  researcher  within  the  institutional  machinations  of
academia, and as privileged western European, heterosexual and cis-gender man
in relation to the all particulars entailed in the case under investigation. Within
these premises, my background with Myanmar as case is (amongst others) shaped
through  guidebook-informed  travel  through  the  country;  private  readings  on
Myanmar history and society; work with it from a Western-diplomatic perspective
during  internships;  and  growing  up  to  romanticised  discourses  on  European
colonialism in Asia (e.g. that of the Dutch 'Golden Age'). I regard my interest in
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transnational governance primarily a consequence of spending most of my life
beyond the territorial scope of my passport-country (the Netherlands). Through
this  I  have  developed  a  certain  disdain  for  national  statehood  as  something
contingent and constructed. Although I am aware of these considerations, there
may be others of which I am not, and all of which undoubtedly influence my work
– the moral consequence of which is up to the reader to judge.
4.3 Empirical Sources
The theory of CDA as posited by Chouliaraki  and Fairclough is  based on the
understanding that social  practices are  made up of several moments.  Although
primarily focussing on the practice of  discourse analysis,  the authors  treat  the
distinction  between  moments  as  a  distinction  between  empirical  practices
(Jørgensen  and  Philips,  2002,  p.  89).  This  distinction  is,  however,  hard  to
disentangle in the 'real world'. Hence, an alternative path suggested by Jørgensen
and Philips  will  be taken to  distinguish between moments  analytically instead
(ibid.,  p.  90).  This  approach  enables  analysis  to  focus  on  discourse  as  sole
empirical  variable,  and to  base understanding of  other  moments on contextual
literature.
4.3.1 The Myanmar Foreign Investment Tracking Project
Empirical  data  consists  of  responses  compiled  within  the  Myanmar  Foreign
Investment Tracking Project (henceforth referred to as 'Tracking Project') of the
Business and Human Rights Resource Centre (BHRRC). The Tracking Project,
launched in December 2014 and nominally run until March 2015 (BHRRC (1),
2015), consists of a 7-point questionnaire (BHRRC (2), 2015, see Appendix 2)
sent to 'foreign companies' that have just started or are about to invest or operate
in  Myanmar  (BHRRC,  2014).  Here  a  'foreign'  company  entails  those  “with
headquarters anywhere in the world outside of Myanmar” (BHRRC (1), 2015).
Referencing existing CSR assessments, the Tracking Project claims to fill a gap
by “[...] compiling in one place which companies have recently started investing
in Myanmar and are considering doing so; and urging those firms to go on the
public record about steps they are taking to ensure their operations respect human
rights.” (BHRRC, 2014, p. 1). Responses to the questionnaire have been placed
online as publicly downloadable files on the organisers' website, together with an
accompanying database  with  metadata  on  company backgrounds  and response
types.
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